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Portland task force launched
for Philippine disaster relief

The Portland Emergency Relief Task Force for the

Philippines was formally launched last month to assist in

coordinating relief efforts for victims of the super typhoon

that ravaged the central Philippines on November 8,

2013. The task force, nicknamed PDX Relief, consists of

Filipino-American organizations, elected officials, busi-

ness leaders, representatives of colleges and universities,

and members of multiracial, interfaith, and nonprofit

organizations in the Portland area that have joined

together in response to the severe damage of Typhoon

Haiyan (also known as Typhoon Yolanda).

The PDX Relief Task Force was formed to provide infor-

mation about current relief efforts in the Philippines to

concerned citizens and groups, including publishing an

online calendar of relief events and listing donation cen-

ters in Portland and surrounding areas. The task force is

also providing an avenue for local residents to offer and

sustain hope for calamities and disaster relief in the long

term.

Community members in Portland, Filipinos and other-

wise, have responded in great numbers by donating time,

money, and material support in response to the disaster

that left more than 5,500 dead and millions displaced.

Although relief is streaming into the affected region, the

task force will undertake sustained donation drives with

the understanding that rehabilitation for the Philippines

will be a long-term project.

Members of the task force spoke at a press conference

last month to address the need for continued relief for the

victims of Typhoon Haiyan and also preparation for future

disasters.

Filipino-American community leader Enrico Tadeo,

chairman of the Council of Filipino American Associations

of Oregon and Southwest Washington opened the press

conference by emphasizing the need for everyone to come

together, because, for those affected, “It is not just a

matter of ‘I lost my phone or my iPad,’ it is a matter of life

and death.”

Angelica Lim of the Portland Committee for Human

Rights in the Philippines spoke about the havoc of the

typhoon in the Philippines and the inspiring way in which

Filipinos in Portland have come together in a time of great

sadness. She also said that as a community, “we should

start thinking about long-term relief and we need to start

holding our government accountable for these unnatural

disasters.”

Kayse Jama, executive director of the Center for

Intercultural Organizing, and Elizabeth Swager, director

of the Oregon Fair Trade Campaign, spoke on behalf of

multicultural and special-interest groups who are joining

PDX Relief, seeing the significance of solidarity in these

difficult times. “We have to work together,” Jama said.

“Rebuilding houses is the easiest part of it, building the

hearts and the minds are much harder.”

The task force will work on immediate relief efforts

while also shedding light on the fact that this disaster and

others are also manmade. Further, through the solidarity

created within the broad-based alliance, PDX Relief hopes

to create a foundation for systematic action for long-term

relief, rehabilitation, and rebuilding of not only infra-

structure, but also communities.

To learn more about PDX Relief, visit <www.pdxrelief.

wordpress.com>.

TASK FORCE CREATED. The Portland Emergency Relief Task

Force for the Philippines was formally launched last month to assist in

coordinating relief efforts for victims of Typhoon Haiyan (also known as

Typhoon Yolanda) that ravaged the central Philippines. Members of the

task force — including Enrico Tadeo (left), chairman of the Council of Fili-

pino American Associations of Oregon and Southwest Washington, and

Angelica Lim (right) of the Portland Committee for Human Rights in the

Philippines — spoke recently at a press conference to address the need

for continued relief for the victims of Typhoon Haiyan and also preparation

for future calamities. (AR Photo)

Japanese films featured at

Portland’s Northwest Film Center

The Kirishima Thing

December 12, 7:00pm & December 15, 4:30pm

The Kirishima Thing, directed by Daihachi Yoshida,

explores the pressures of conformity in Japanese society

by addressing the resulting chaos when Kirishima, the

leader of the “in” crowd at his high school, suddenly quits

the volleyball team and doesn’t show up for class. (2012,

103 mins.)

Rurouni Kenshin

December 13 & 14, 7:00pm

Director Keishi Ohtomo’s Rurouni Kenshin is a

live-action film based on a popular manga and anime

series about a legendary samurai who leaves his sword

behind on the battlefield and vows never to kill again,

wandering the country to offer protection and aid to the

unfortunate in atonement for his past, until he is forced to

once again take up his sword. (2012, 134 mins.)

Wolf Children

December 14, 4:00pm & December 15, 7:00pm

Wolf Children is director Mamoru Hosoda’s anime film

following a university student who falls in love with a wolf

spirit, whose subsequent disappearance leaves her to

raise their two shape-shifting wolf children alone. (2012,

117 mins.)

All films are screened at the Northwest Film Center’s

Whitsell Auditorium, located at 1219 S.W. Park Avenue.

To learn more, call (503) 221-1156 or visit <www.nwfilm.

org>.
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JAPANESE CURRENTS. Japan in a Day (pictured) is screening

December 8 and 9 as part of the annual Japanese Currents film series.

The film captures a glimpse of life in Japan on the one-year anniversary

of the March 11, 2011 earthquake and tsunami. (Photo courtesy of the

Northwest Film Center)

What to do if one starts in yours: Never put water on a grease or oil fire. Keep a lid handy

when cooking. If a fire starts in a pan, turn off the burner and carefully slide the lid over the

pan to extinguish the fire. Don’t run outside with the burning pot. Keep a fire extinguisher

in the kitchen. If the fire continues, leave the home and call 9-1-1.

A Message from the Oregon Life Safety Team: A Coalition of

Fire Service, Community and Insurance Professionals


